Renal crescentic alpha heavy chain deposition disease: a report of 3 cases and review of the literature.
Heavy chain deposition disease (HCDD) is a comparatively recently described entity characterized by glomerular and tubular basement membrane deposition of monoclonal heavy chains without associated light chains. To our knowledge, review of the literature shows only 24 previously reported cases of HCDD with unequivocal evidence of monoclonal heavy chain deposition in the kidney using immunofluorescence microscopic and electron microscopic studies. The predominant heavy chain subtype was γ. There has been a single case of μ HCDD and 2 previously reported cases of α HCDD. In this report, we describe 3 additional cases of α HCDD, all with a crescentic pattern of injury and one of which was associated with cutis laxa. We compare their clinicopathologic features with all previously reported cases of HCDD.